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Grace Episcopal Church
Virtual Worship

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Rev. Grant Barber
Dr. Bob Lambe, Musical Director

Deb Bordne, Marie Fournier, Deborah 
Whelan, & Kay Standifer Cantors
Readers:  Skip Almon & Paul Deffely
05.16.21

Start Recording

Opening 

Celebrant:  
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

People:      
The Lord is risen indeed.
Alleluia!
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Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Gloria S280
Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen
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The Collect

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us 
comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us 
to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.
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First Reading:  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the 
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus-- for he 
was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one 
of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day 
when he was taken up from us-- one of these must become a witness with 
us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who 
was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, 
you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have 
chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 
turned aside to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot 
fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people
People: Thanks be to God
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Psalm 1
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *

nor lingered in the way of sinners,nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.
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Second Reading:  1 John 5:9-13

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is 
the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe 
in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not 
believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony 
that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God 
gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so 
that you may know that you have eternal life.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people
People: Thanks be to God
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Gospel  John 17:6-19

Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those 
whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave 
them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave 
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I 
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on 
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine 
are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And 
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
continued
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The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

continued

While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given 
me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am 
coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have 
my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and 
the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as 
I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the 
world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong 
to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the 
truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they 
also may be sanctified in truth.”

The Gospel of the Lord

People: Praise to you Lord Christ
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The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. 

Amen
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Prayers of the People - Reader

Leader:  We give you thanks for the Risen Christ who lives in the Church 
throughout the world. Bless it Lord God, sustain it, and lead it into new life.

Leader: We thank you God of creation for the world around us, with the 
coming of spring, the use of our intellect and skill to enhance the well-being 
of all people, for those who grow our food, those who work while we sleep, 
the leaders and people of our towns, states, countries. We give thanks for 
the whole created order raised anew with the Risen Jesus.

Leader: We pray for all those longing for the assurance that new life comes 
from our past and present struggles. We pray now especially for those in any 
need, and especially those on our prayer list: 

Dot B., Marilyn W., Kyle M., Jennifer M., Claire M., Muriel C., Daniel, Marjorie 
S., Tom D., JoAnn B., Vi G., Andrew D., Loren C., Richard T.,  Pat N., Rebecca 
T., Stephanie T., David T., George M., Alison S., Diane M., John V., Norm L., 
Janet D., Beth W., Ron, Nancy M., Michele T., Carole H.P., Nick, Autumn, 
Curtiss C., Grant, Jim C. & Clarence K.

continued
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Prayers of the People continued

Leader: We pray for those serving in the military, especially: Matt C., Baron S., 
Zachary S., Christopher, Monique & Joey

Leader: We give thanks for those whom we have loved but see no longer. They 
stand before you and pray for us, as we now pray for them to grow closer and 
closer into your love and light.

Leader allows a moment of quiet for all to name out loud or in the hearts 
those who have died.

Leader: We pray for the special intentions given this day, for those in need and 
thanksgiving for blessings

Leader or other person reads petitions entered into Zoom Chat
Leader:  Are there other intercessions or thanksgivings others wish to name?

All are invited to unmute their lines and offer further prayer needs.
Celebrant: asks if there are any birthdays or anniversaries to be celebrated in 
the coming week, then prays for those named; if none come forward with 
birthdays or anniversaries, the Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

You may also add your prayers in the chat box, including birthday or anniversary 
remembrances.
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The Lord’s Prayer     

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

A General Thanksgiving (2007 Version)

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have
done for us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole
creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life,
and for the mystery of love.

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for
the loving care which surrounds us on every side.

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best
efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy
and delight us.
continued
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Blessing

A General Thanksgiving continued

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone.

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the
truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast
obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying,
through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life
again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom.

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all
places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.
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Dismissal

Celebrant: Let us bless the Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

People: Thanks be to God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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Super Announcement!
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May 23rd we will be back in church! And……we will still be 
on Zoom!COVID safe procedures will be in place. 

Planning for a lobster lunch in June is 
underway.   Stay tuned for information.

The long-awaited opportunity to return to Grace Church for worship will finally 
arrive on May 23rd at 9:30.   We will continue to offer the Zoom opportunity for 
those who prefer to worship at home.   Next week you will learn more about the 
guidelines which we must follow.  For now, here are some of the most important:

We all must wear masks, being sure to cover the nose and mouth properly.  
No Scarves or “gaiters” will be allowed.
Remember to stay socially distant
Family members may sit together in designated pews
You will be asked to pre-register by calling the church office or Maureen Merigold 
prior to Friday at noon.
There will be Communion with consecrated bread.

In June:   Relay for Life: Save the Date
The Relay this year will likely be a hybrid event.
We are still waiting for information about the event. 
Any questions, please see Mickey Fournier (508) 699-2445 or nallanf@aol.com . Your 
support would be greatly appreciated.

Walking With Grace has been registered online. You can go 
to www.relayforlife.org/greaterattleboroma and register for the team. Or make a 
donation.
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The American Cancer Society would like you to 
raise a minimum of $100.
The web site will help you e-mail your family and 
friends to solicit donations. Your family and 
friends can purchase luminaria in memory of 
someone who has had cancer for $5. You can also 
organize a fundraising event.

Did you get your luminaries yet?
Remember your loved one!


