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Sunday Service Connection
Grace Episcopal Church

Virtual Worship

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Reverend Grant Barber
Dr. Bob Lambe, Musical Director
Deb Bordne, Marie Fournier, Deborah Whelan, & Kay 
Standifer Cantors
Readers Nancy Pineo & Joan Tinkham
03.14.21

Start Recording

Opening 

Celebrant:  
Blessed be the God of our salvation

People:      
Who bears our burdens and 
forgives our sins. 

Amen.
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The Summary of the Law, the Great 
Commandment:

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel:
The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love
your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment
greater than these."
Mark 12:29-31
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Confession and Absolution

Celebrant: 
Since we have a great high priest who has passed 
through the  heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need.     Hebrews 4:14,16 

Let us confess our sins against God and our 
neighbors. 

continued
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Confession and Absolution, continued

In unison: 
Almighty and most merciful father, we have erred and strayed 
from your ways like lost sheep, we have followed too much 
the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have offended 
against your holy laws, we have left undone those things 
which we ought to have done, and we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done. But you, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us, spare those who confess their faults, restore 
those who are penitent, according to your promises declared 
to humankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most 
merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a 
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy 
Name. 
Amen.
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Kyrie S91

Lord, have mercy upon us.  X3

Christ, have mercy upon us.  X3

Lord, have mercy upon us.  X3
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The Collect

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down 
from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the 
world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and 
we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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First Reading:  Numbers 21:4-9
From Mount Horeb the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The 
people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up 
out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and 
we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents 
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 
The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 
the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from 
us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a 
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall 
look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a 
pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 
serpent of bronze and live.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

People: Thanks be to God
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Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, *

and his mercy endures for ever.

2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim *
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.

3 He gathered them out of the lands; *
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; *
they were afflicted because of their sins.

18 They abhorred all manner of food *
and drew near to death's door.

continued
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Continued
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19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, *
and he delivered them from their distress.

20 He sent forth his word and healed them *
and saved them from the grave.

21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy *
and the wonders he does for his children.

22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and tell of his acts with shouts of joy.
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Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, 
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us 
once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of 
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone 
else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved 
us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ-- by grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages 
to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God-- not the result of works, 
so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God's people

People: Thanks be to God
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Gospel: John 3:14-21

Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him 
are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, 
because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this 
is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil 
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
The Gospel of the Lord

People: Praise to you Lord Christ

3/13/2021 12

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ
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The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. 

Amen
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Rev Grant’s microphone open, all others muted

Prayers of the People - Form II – Reader
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either 
silently or aloud.

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Presiding 
Bishop Michael, our Bishops Alan and Gayle; for this gathering; and for 
all ministers and people. Pray for the Church.
Silence

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-
being of all people. Pray for justice and peace.
Silence

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those 
in prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Dot B., Marilyn W., Kyle M., Jennifer M., Claire M., Muriel C., Daniel, 
Marjorie S., Tom D., JoAnn B., Vi G., Andrew D., Loren C., Richard T.,  Pat N., 
Rebecca T., Stephanie T., David T., George M., Alison S., Diane M., John V., 
Norm L., Janet D., Beth W., Ron, Nancy M., Michele T., Carole H.P., Nick,  
Autumn & Curtiss C.
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Prayers of the People –

We give thanks for those serving in the military, especially: Matt C., Baron 
S., Zachary S., Christopher, Monique & Joey

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him.
Silence - We invite you to name out loud others we pray for….

I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died.
Silence - We invite you to name out loud others we pray for….

I ask for your prayers of thanksgiving for blessings. Pray in gratitude to 
God.
Silence - We invite you to name out loud thanksgivings we pray for….

You may also add your prayers in the chat box, including birthday or 
anniversary remembrances.
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Rev. Grant or reader’s microphone 
is open, all others muted

The Lord’s Prayer     

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen.

Blessing
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Dismissal

Officiant:
Let us bless the Lord.  

People:
Thanks be to God! 
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Coming Attractions
In March: Saturday March 27th 11am to 12 Noon, is “Palm Pick Up Day Plus…” 
along with 2 hosts, a small cross, an updated directory and a small fundraiser 
of items to purchase as well as Mickey’s “painted rocks” to benefit the relay for 
life will be available to you as you by driving around the back of the Church and 
using our new “Pick Up System”.   

Also………DROP OFF For: Lenore’s Pantry:  Food and toiletries.

In April:  Back by popular demand…April 24th “Spaghetti & Meatball Supper” 
using the “Pick Up System”.  

3/13/2021 18

In June:   Relay for Life: Save the Date
The Relay this year will be held Friday to Saturday, June 11-12, 2021. It 
will start at 6:00 PM on Friday and go until 10:30 AM on Saturday. It will 
be at the Norton High School track.
Any questions, please see Mickey Fournier (508) 699-2445 
or nallanf@aol.com . Your support would be greatly appreciated.
More details coming soon!
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